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Pass him in the hall, meet him in the lobby or
in the bank, and because of his unassuming
manner you would never guess that he is

such a remarkable person.

-

Have you
met Dr. Todd? . e v veer

WHEN [ WAS hospilalized at
Fiverside Hospital, Mashville,
Tenneasce, following an attack of
hyperiension, my doctor came mto my
room and soberly announced that the
routine X rays showed a spol on my
lung thil concerned him. He onlered
more extensive X rays the next day and
copsulied with the rediologist befone
coming to see me again that noon.

This time he had a more sober look
than T had ever noticed since being a
persomal friend of his. **T"ve looked al
your latest X rays, and T have decided
o call in Dr. Todd,™ he informed me.
“You know Dr. Todd, don™t wou?™

Mo, [ don't,” | answered.™

My thoughes were not on D, Todd,
who be was, or whether T had met him
before bur why the extra X rays, and
why he was calling in all these
spocialists.

That evening aboul %30 my wife
and I were anxiously awaiting this D,
Todd and whatever he had to say. Soon
there was a gentle knock, With the
imvitation bo come in, a dark-brown
Black man of medium height ctered.
He was unimpressive professionally,
both i looks and manncr. He greeted
s with & sincers smile and a warm
personality that made us feel as if we
had koown him for years. He began to
explain to my wife and me what my
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podential problem might be, drawing
diagrams of the lungs so that I might
fully understand. I§ the diagnosis was
positive, then surgery would
necessanily follow, and Dr. Todd
explained some details of procedures.
His manner was so concerned but
rezsssuring that the thought of the worst
altermative was not alarming lo me.

While he talked I looked at him, and
my mental computer flashed back into
the files of years gone by, Dr. Todd,
Dr. Todd . . . oh, yes, 1968, the Poor
Feople™s March to Washington—the
branch of the march that ooginated in
Marks, Mississippi, stopped in
Memphis, Tennessee, and in
Mashwille. - . . Awaiting the weiry
marchers in Mashville was a coalition
of community lesders and the medical
couprdinator from Meharmy Medical
College—a Dr, David B, Todd. . . . 1
remember him! Why, when that
caravan of eleven Greyhound buses
arrived at the Fairgrounds, there was
Dr. Todd with a comprehensive clinic,
including a Seventh-day Adventist
medical van that would accompany e
caravan on to Washington, all set up (o
take care of the medical needs of the
travelers.

“*So this is Dr. Todd,"" 1 thought to
mysell, as | came hack to the present
situstion of my own illness.

“Wie'll take some more tests befose
we rmine if that upper left lobe of
your lung meeds o be removed,™ Dr.
Toxdd todd me, *“bast don't worry;
cvervthing will be all right.””

My wife and [ gained confidence in
him al that first meeting. After X-my

and radioisotope scanmings and a
bronchogram, my case was diagnosed
by all the consulling physicians as a
mmor of the lung that maghi be
cancerous. Dr. Todd came in again amd
cxplained to my wife and me that it
was imperative they operate and
remove the upper left lobe where this
spot was visible. | was moved to the
George W. Hobbard Hospital of
Meharry, whese De. Todd, his fine
team of surzeons, and the excellent
pustoperative care unit would all play a
great parl in @ fight against this menace
that threatened my life.

Before my surgery [ had frends 1o
visit me. “*Whe is going o do the
surgery?™ they asked.

Dy, Todd,” T answered. ** Have
you met him?*"

Mo, [ don't believe | bave,™ was
the waml answer.

*“(h, you probably have. You just
dhidn’t recognize him as Dr. Todd,™ T
would meply.

On one of two oocasions Dr. Todd
wilked in while we were discussing
him. and | would introdoce him to my

of visitors. 1 could see the look
of “Ts thay Dr. Todd?™™ on their Gaces.
When be had pone, they said that they
had secn him many tmes bat did pot
know who he was. That's the way be
is. Pass him in the hall; meet him in the
lobby ar in the bank; see him walking
on the sireets, and because of his
tatally unassuming raner, you would
never guess that be is such &
remarkable person.

Immediately afer my surgery 1 was
pul in the intcnsive-care unit, My wife



=

and a1 rmimster frend of mine, who had
come all the way from Dallas, Texas,
to be with me, were al my bedside
when Ik, Todd came in to make
anogher check. Lifting the covers,
Iooking af the drammyge ubes, amd
checking me over, be smiled and left.
My friend, distorbed at thiz intrders
poking around, asked my wile in an
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irritated manner, *“Who was he?”

O, that was Dr. Todd,™ she tald
him.

“*Him?"" replicd my astonished
friend. “T thought be was st an inlern
or orderdy!™

Somchow many people scem to
believe that gresiness must show isell
in some prowd form—indiffercoce.

UNCONCE, oF cven arrogance. Ttis feli
by many that men of imponance and
slature are unapproachable becawse of
the level of their political, scentific, or
echucational affiliates, Great men ame
measured by their ability o be of
service i mankind withod
comdescension, but with a sincere love
for their fellowman.
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Dr. William Coapwood, chairman of
the department of psychiatry at
Meharmy, and D Crardner L. Dhixon, a
personal friend, stopped by my room to
visil during my second weck of
comvalescence. | menticmed o him how
busy T thooght Dr. Todd was, since |
would see bm ot all hours of the diy.
Dr. Coopaood asked me of T really
knew just how qualified and competent
Dr. Todd is. Then il was, with what he
old me and through my own personal
prvings. | came up with an interesting
biography of this linle-noficed
persogality .

Dr. David Bernard Todd., I, was
born in Birmingham, Alabama. He was
the zon of 2 well-known Baptist

minister, for whom he was named. He
had onc brother and a younger sister.
D, Toddd attributes his success to the
disciplime of & hoving, yet strict father.
In hiz youth he ‘asked s father for
something (hat he should have camed
fior himself.

““This i5 nod Gimane, Alabama, This
is Hirmingham, Alabama. and
whatcver you gel in this Iife, you will
learn 1o earn it,”” replicd his ather.

The semor Towdd instilled in his
children the virtues of prayer, faith,
service, and camest cffort., and be was
an example of that combination of faith
plus works. The chilidren saw their
father, the pastor of the large Bethel
Baptist Church, not only at work as a
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spiritual leader but also a5 2 man
dedicated w the fomne of his people.
He believed strongly in the merits of
education, whether secular or spiritual,
and taught ol the Binmingham Baptist
College, where he prepared ministerial
students Lo give sirong and capable
leadership to their people, He had a
hishit of being up and about some
constmuctive business ar five o'clock
every moming regardiess of whal fime
he hal retired the night before. The
children could not help bur leam
bessons of discipline. dedication, and
hard work from this pragmatic cxample
of patemnal training.

Young David attended Fosedale
High School in Biomingham doring his
pre-callege years. From there David
wenl 1o Morebouse College in Atlanta,
Georgia, where he praduated with
honors and was accepied at the
Mcharry Medical Collepe. After
eaming his MD degree, young D,
Teomid 1mierned &t Horley Hospital in
Flint, Michigan, and then went to the
Yeleran's Administration Hospital in
Tuskegee, Alabama, fo begin his
surgical residency. His indection info
the army mtermapted his plans, but
fortunately. at Fod Leonard Wood.,
Wissouri, he was assigned as a
surgeon. The chief of surgery took a
liking to this eager ansd falented young
doctor and told him. *““I'm going o
teach you i such a way that when vou
Jesave here you will know as musch
about surgery as [ do.™

When Major Texdd was discharged,
he had two choices—o po back into a
surgical Irining program or inlo
private practice. Al the advice of the
chiel of surgery, he reentered o trining
program at Meharry in which he
siudied general surgery under the
famous D, Matthew Walker, now
professor emeritus of the department of
surgery at Mcharry. Dr. Walker
appreciated the amimde and ability of
this young surpeon, asd mear the
completion of his residency, he old
him, **Meharry pesds a doctor to teach
cardiac and thoracic surgery, and
vou'rs the man [ want!™

Dr. Walker worked hard to get an
opening for his young surgeon at the
University of Minncsota Graduate
School of Cardiac and Thoracic
Surgery, onc of the best schools of its
kind in the world. The problem as




retting 2 Black stsdent into the school,
which in preintegration days wis no
easy thing, cven in Minncsota. But Dr
Walker ignored the ohstacles. He
called Dr. Wagenstein, chairman of the
depariment, and pleaded for an opening
for his student. Other graduate schools
had accepted Dir. Todd for a July
entrance, but D, Walker held our for
the much-wanted reply [rom D
Wagensicin. The call came. and in
October o happy b apprehensive Dy
Tendd Icft for Minnesota. There he met
a Black friend who helped to make his
cthnic burden Lighter, amd they became
ood friends of tero white South
Alncan studens, one of whons was 1he
famous Christian Barnard. noted for
making the frst huoman ean
transplant.

Tt waas here that D, Todd carmed the
diplomates of both the American Board
of Surgeons and the American Board of
Thorsic Surgery as well as a Fhid in
thoracic surgery. finsshing hos work
the wniversity in four vears. He 15 a
member of the honor society of
hichamy’s Beta Kappa Chi and Kappa
P amd hois been inducted inta the
Alpha Cmegs Alpha Imatemity because
he iz a faculty member from the
University of Minnesota.

Dr. Coopwood, commenting oa Tir.
Tuodd s achievements. said that nsually
the oml exumimiions ke foom w1
four hours for the PhD, but Dr. Todd™s
professors conceded s knowlbedge of
his disseriation in bwenly minutes—ihe
shortest orals in the history of the
school! Dr. Todd i now an associace
professor of surmery and bead of the
chvigion of thoracic and cardiovascular
surgery at Meharry,

As commendable as s professional
amd scientific skills are, this is nof what
codears people to Dr. Todd, He lewves
his home ar &30 AM, goes to one or
several of the hosgatals af which he iz a
stall member, zenerally has surpery
scheduled for 8 AM. and when that 15
completed, e visits his ward patients
or gocs to instruct a cluss of
undergraduate stndents. Then be goes
over patient trestinend and diagnosis
with his resident students n the early
albemeonn, and for four days a week,
from 4 to 630, he sees palients ai his
office. From there he mocs agein o
visil his patients m il hospital.

““How do you make Lme [or your

Farmily?” 1 asked. " Don™t vouw al least
have dipner with them?™”

**No,” he replied. *“If T am lucky, 1
s hem when | come home at
night—il they aren’t asleep.’”

Hiz family docs not feel neplected.
Because they share in his dedication.
they understand and appreciate his love
of service o humanity. A devoutly
Chrstian family, they are unsclfish in
their demands on him.,

Loming Todd, a remarkable person
in her own oght, describes Bber hoshand
as @ medest, dedicated man and an
excellent Gather and hushand. They are
the parcnts of four choldren: Vickic
Lynn, 16, David Bemard U0 15
Cynthia, 14; and little Cathy. 10, M.
Todd is quick to point out that e
reserves The weekends for the lamily.
He takes them oul 1o dinner, goes

hoating up the Cumberland River. and
altends worship with them. Each year
Dr. Todd pluns a vacation for his
family to some place of interest.

A purse weld e that the only fime
she over saw Dr. Todd agitated or
upet was when onc of his patients wis
neglected, Oiherwize, you conld never
mect & more pleasant, unassuming, and
personable individoal .

My surgery was a success, and the
mors were nonmaliynant. | am
grateful o Cmd for His miracle and
thankful for a fine, compelent, and
concerned sargeon. Dr. David Todd,
Jr.. = man of achievement and of
penuine bomility, void of selfish
pursaits. [ am glad 1 met him. I hope
you will, one day, meet Dr. Todd too.
He is 3 surgcon with the beart of the
Giood Samaritan. U
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